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believed to indicate a common religious life of the
people about whom a more remarkable fact is that they
were free from the fear of violence and war, as shown
by the absence of,war weapons, walls, ramparts or
fortifications among the relics that have been so far
unearthed of those oldest cities of India. Gerald
Heard is of opinion that this is most likely the earliest
form of pacifism in the world. The influence of the
Vedas in shaping the religious life of the Hindus-
requires no recapitulation. Says Sri Aurobindo: "The
mind of ancient India did not err when it traced
back all its philosophy, religion and essential things
of its culture to the seer-poets of the Vedas, for all
the future spirituality of her people is contained
there in seed or in first expression." There are many
hymns in the Rig and the Atharva Vedas which
emphasise in a more subjective sense the need and
importance of unity in the community life. They
fervently exhort man to be united with all, in heart,,
in aim and in work, to be friendly with all and to
pray so that all may be friendly with him. In the
Upanishads the call goes forth from the Rishis to the
whole of mankind to come and share with them the
delight of their spiritual visions. The Upanishads
permeate the entire range of Indian thought. They
are also the common source of inspiration to all
schools of Indian mysticism. In a word, Vedanta,
as the Upanishads are called, represents the highest
spiritual idealism of ancient India. Says Sri Auro~
bindo: "The Upanishads have been the acknowledged